March - 2021 Newsletter

Published on
8th April 2021

Overview

March 2021 - The Phase 1 companies start their on ground implementation and the ones that are nearing their
implementation begin to tie the loose ends to sort out operations soon.
The Platform Additions and suggestions move forward for the support and assistance of on-ground projects via
revamped donations and coalitions for the student projects.

MeeBuddy Updates

●

MeeBuddy is an e-commerce and logistics company
established with an aim to provide rural areas with the
services that are found only in metropolitan and big cities,
also creating local job and business opportunities in the
process.After weeks of ground research and gathering
vendor support,they finally started their pilot operations
in Shillong with our Nodal Officer Mr. Ram Kumar I.A.S.
launching the application.

●

The doorstep delivery functions where essentials like
groceries, medicines and more were delivered to the users
was a welcome service to the people of Meghalaya.

●

The users in Shillong can access this service through the
mobile and desktop applications. (Links are given below)

Play Store : https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.meebuddy.android
App Store : https://apps.apple.com/in/app/meebuddy/id1554306664
Desktop Application: https://web.meebuddy.com/

Gramin Updates

●

Gramin’s Rural Polyclinic Health Centre project started
their mobilisation activities in Meghalaya which
happened with 17 SHGs and with more than a hundred
people attending, it was a huge success

●

The Provisioning of Health Cards and Smart Devices
was organized successfully by the team.

●

The two mobilisation activities included creating
awareness about the Healthcare facilities provided at the
centre, a free health check up and ground consultation for
all future timely mobilization activities.

●

The Health checkups and the sales of non-allelopathic
medicines have also started at the center.

●

Along with these, the doctor helpline number is now
available to the public as “Call for Cure”

Hygge Updates

●

Hygge Energy is creating a renewable energy trading and
EV charging marketplace for communities globally that will
reduce energy prices for consumers, improve returns for
utilities, and increase ROI for storage, solar and other local
generation owners.

●

SVM Meghalaya is teaming up with Hygge Energy, which
is piloting the microgrid by providing renewable energy to
Salesforce Trailblazer Labs and E-Bike charging stations.

●

The lab will act as a demonstration for the peer to peer
sharing of solar energy.

●

The Hygge team visited the Salesforce Trailblazer Lab
locations in Meghalaya to integrate their plan and gather
data for their project layout as well as execution.

FICCI ﬂo Updates
●

The P.A.C.E. training for the students in the villages began after the trainers had gone through the
module and received proper instructions. A number of students from across the East Khasi Hills
district received the GAP’s P.A.C.E program. The trainers were trained over the past month by
experts from the Humara Bachpan Trust with support from FICCI FLO, MBDA, and the Smart
Village Movement.

●

Students are being engaged in topics such as equality and career prospects to promote a culture
of self reliance and body positivity. The entire training and the number of modules were taken up
in various locations for different batches of students.

●

SVM played a major part in this program and is working towards further engaging these students in
various parts of the education cycle.

Salesforce Trailblazer Labs Updates
●

●

●

Internet Connectivity : One of the locations of the Trailblazer labs
- Sunei didn’t have any sort of Mobile Network or internet
connectivity. This was sought to be rectified with the help of
BharatNet or Bharat Broadband Network Limited (BBNL), an
initiative by the Indian Government to provide internet to all the
Gram Panchayats of the country. This step was finalised last month
and Sunei became the first location in Meghalaya to get internet
connection via Bharatnet.
Community library : Libraries have been setup in the labs with
books of all kinds aimed to cater people of all ages (Pictures on the
right). The inauguration ceremony invited the community leaders
and the children from the adjacent villages to create awareness on
reading and library functions. Along with reading, other activities
like puzzles, hula hoops, dartboard, etc are also included. The
children participated to paint the library to create a sense of
ownership and belonging.
On the Refurbishment side, the labs have been equipped with all the
required furnitures.

FDC and Salesforce Refurbishment Updates

●

The three locations of the Farmer Development Centres,
which have been undergoing refurbishments - each in
Sohrarim, Sohiong and Mawphlang, caught the eye of a
retired IAS officer who suggested a new FDC in Laskien
owing to its sought after Lakadong Turmeric and high
Curcumin content. This FDC would not require any
refurbishments as this will be housed at a SHG office
itself.

●

The Refurbishment process in all the other three locations
have seen good progress with painting and other
constructions having bee

●

The list of potential entrepreneurs for the FDCs have also
been drafted. They will be helping the facilitation and
functioning of the FDCs.

Laskien FDC location

Refurbished Sohrarim FDC

Lakadong Turmeric Cultivation Setup

Other Updates
The Tata Swach pilot (an initiative of the nCourage foundation) which is
aimed to provide clean drinking water to the public has been finalised to run
its pilot in 2 locations from our treatment villages.

Hero cycles will pilot its E-Bikes in the Sohrarim to introduce smart mobility
solutions to the locals and tourists. The pilot location, known for the famous
David Scott route, will help the tourists to a 16 km off road biking journey

Bhungroo water harvesting system is a system that filters, injects and stores water below
surface soil. It is designed for areas where annual rainfall is between 400 to 2100
millimeters. The system enables the farmers to grow in soils that are waterlogged after a
rainstorm. It also allows the farmer to fetch the water stored to irrigate their farms during the
dry season. SVM Meghalaya has signed an MoU with Bhungroo for a second phase project.
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